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A venerated singer and composer in Sudan for 30 years, Adel’s performances 
radiate integrity and excellence. For more information see page 8.

The Teak Project represents an inspiringly inventive collaboration between three 
of Britain’s finest young Indo-jazz talents: Jonathan Mayer (sitar), Justin Quinn 
(guitar) and Neil Craig (tabla). When he was 16, Jonathan discovered the sitar, the 
instrument that soon became his life. He has played with many famed musicians 
including Paul McCartney, Dave Stewart, Shiv Shankar Ray, Ashok Dutta, the Smith 
String Quartet and the Bingham String Quartet. 

Justin started his professional career in his late teens. He has since established 
a growing reputation on both sides of the Atlantic, working with the likes of 
Kenny Wollesen, Kermit Driscoll and Leafcutter John. Neil is a classically trained 
percussionist, who has performed in orchestral, avant-garde and traditional 
Hindustani musical settings.

Simo is a young Gnawa musician who came to London in 2008. He plays the 
Guembri, a traditional 3-stringed bass lute with a camel skin-covered gourd that 
provides the gutsy core rhythms of Gnawa performance. Gnawa originated in 
Guinea in sub-Saharan Africa, where its hypnotic sounds were essential for healing 
trance rituals once conducted by spirit mediums. 

During its imperial heyday, Morocco used enslaved Africans from West Africa to 
help it achieve and sustain its supremacy. These peoples later merged the trance 
traditions they brought with them with forms of mystical Islamic worship long 
established in North Africa. 

Simo seeks to reconcile his own Gnawi roots with his new London identity.  
He collaborates with various London-based world musicians here to create 
“revolutionary fusions” and to help others appreciate his cherished ancestry.  

Alcazaba is a flamenco fusion band founded in 2005 that has successfully 
incorporated elements of Middle Eastern, Indian music and flamenco music to 
create an intricately layered, shimmering soundscape. 

Alcazaba’s founding members are Ramón Ruiz, a virtuoso guitarist born and raised 
in Andalucia, flamenco’s European heartland; Attab Haddad, an innovative oud 
maestro, and Teymour Housego, a world-class flautist. The band’s obvious appeal 
was recognized by immediate invitations to the Rise Festival, BBC World Service, 
Cargo, and the Green Note. 

Its début CD Alcazaba was released in 2009 and this has been played on BBC 
Radio 3, Radio Scotland, Radio Merseyside and the Asian Network. Percussionist 
Ayoze Hernandez and Cantaor Ulises Diaz have recently joined the original trio. 
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The work of Rachid Koraïchi is devoted to 
the expression of the mystical elements 
of the Islamic tradition of Sufism. 
The central theme of Ecstatic Flow 
relates to the lives and teachings 
of fourteen Sufi masters 
dating from the 7th to the 17th 
Centuries, presenting fourteen 
sets of lithographs, one for each master. 

The title, Ecstatic Flow, comes 
from the Arabic word fa’-ya’-
dad, which literally means “to 
overflow”, “to flood” or “to emanate”, 
and suggests an urgent outward 
movement, implying also ideas 
of exuberance and abundance.
 
Koraïchi’s artistic explorations 
extend across an impressive 
range of different media, with his 
installations including ceramics, 
textiles, various metals and 
painted work on silk and paper. His 
work is influenced by an abiding 

Nestling in the intellectual heartland of Bloomsbury, October Gallery is an intimate hub of artistic 
innovation. Its sumptuous Club room, Mediterranean courtyard and vibrant gallery hosts the 
festival’s lunchtime storytelling and musical performances, World City talks and discussions led by 
experts and an Exhibition by Paris-based Sufi artist, Rachid Koraïchi.

fascination with signs and symbols of 
all kinds, both real and imaginary. 

Beginning with the intricate beauties 
of the Arabic calligraphic scripts the 
work is composed of symbols, glyphs 
and ciphers drawn from a wide variety 
of other languages and cultures. 

Whether the source be the numerological 
insights of ancient cultures or the 
ideogrammatic shapes of Chinese 
characters, Koraïchi integrates these 
layered systems of signs into an 

organised and marvellous description 
of the world that surrounds us.

Rachid Koraïchi’s work is 
represented in major collections 
worldwide and has been included 
in many international exhibitions, 
such as the 47th and 49th Venice 
Biennales and Word into Art at 
the British Museum, in 2006.
                  Alana Pryce 

RACHID KORAÏCHI : ECSTATIC FLOW
10TH JUNE – 10TH JULY 2010

Extended sets by festival musicians at 3 welcoming central London venues


